194                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

rate of them; that the human judgment is in it-
self infallible, and therefore in some manner equal
to the Divine Being; a light issued from heaven,
and darted by emanation into the souls of men ;
which, if rightly cultivated and improved, and espe-
cially if sincerely followed, adhered to, and obeyed,
guides the soul to understand things in a superior
way; this, they say, is magic: the very word which
intimates a superior and divine knowledge, leads to
understand what it means; and this, say they,
duly followed, would from the beginning have made
men be, as the serpent told them they should be>
viz., like gods, knowing good and evil.

Now these fine-spun notions or imaginations, I
say, are fully answered, by taking notice that there
is apparently no such infallibility in man's judg-
ment, unless assisted by a yet higher and superior
degree of illumination; that is to say, unless God,
the author of all perfect and complete illumination,
should add to it the revelation of himself, and of
his mind and will, giving the man rules and laws
for his further illumination, and for the direction of
himself.

This appears in the particular mentioned above?
namely, that notwithstanding man's infallible judg-
ment led him to the knowledge of a divine being,
and that there was a great first cause, infinite,
eternal, and superior, because prior to all being, and
that this first being had a right to the homage and
obedience of his creatures ; yet, till God by revela-
tion directed it, all the perfection of human judg-
ment could never lead mankind to a right know-
ledge of the worship and homage this great being
required. But they sunk down into idolatry, wor-
shipping many gods, and images, the representa-
tions of gods ; and in a word, into the grossest and
dullest conceptions of things relating to their deities,
such as one would think it was impossible human